
5 Mistakes First-Time Manufactured Home Buyers Make — and How to Avoid Them 

Introduction: 
Buying your first manufactured home is an exciting milestone — but it’s also a big decision. 
Between space rent, park approvals, and financing, there are details that can trip up even careful 
buyers. The good news? With the right information, you can avoid the most common mistakes and 
start your journey with confidence. 

Here are five pitfalls to watch for — and how to stay clear of them. 

1. Skipping the Park Approval Process 
Before you buy a home in a land-leased community, you’ll need park management approval. Many 
first-time buyers don’t realize this step comes before finalizing the sale. 
Each community has its own application process, credit requirements, and residency guidelines. 
Tip: Get Pre-approved by the park early so your purchase doesn’t stall during escrow. 

2. Underestimating Space Rent and Monthly Costs 
Your monthly expenses aren’t limited to a mortgage. In most manufactured home communities, 
you’ll pay space rent (the fee for leasing the land your home sits on), plus utilities, insurance, and 
property taxes (if applicable). 
Tip: Ask for a written estimate of total monthly costs — not just the space rent — so you 
understand your full budget from the start. 

3. Not Comparing Financing Options 
Manufactured homes often require specialized lenders familiar with HUD-code construction. 
Rates, down payments, and terms can vary more than traditional mortgages. 
Tip: Talk to multiple lenders and ask whether they finance homes on leased land, private property, 
or both. A little research can save you thousands. 

4. Skipping the Home Inspection 
Even new homes can have minor issues, especially after transport and installation. An 
independent inspection gives you peace of mind that everything — from plumbing to leveling — is 
in order. 
Tip: Hire an inspector experienced in manufactured homes. They’ll know what to look for, 
including tie-downs, piers, and under-floor insulation. 

5. Focusing on Price Over Location 
It’s easy to get drawn in by a great price, but location impacts long-term value and lifestyle. A 
slightly higher space rent might be worth it if the community offers better amenities, safety, or 
proximity to work and recreation. 
Tip: Visit multiple communities and ask residents about their experience before deciding. 

Final Thoughts: 
Buying a manufactured home doesn’t have to be complicated. With the right preparation, you can 
find a home that fits your lifestyle and budget without surprises along the way. 


